Review Unit #18




      Post WWII Nationalism

Following WWII – many European colonial possessions were challenged by native populations

AFRICA

Nationalist movement:  
- many African colonies demanded independence after WWII  -  some came peacefully, others not




- Gradualism – the policy of granting colonies independence as they became ready to run them




- Ghana – peaceful transition under Kwame Nkrumah




- Kenya – violent transition under Jomo Kenyatta

Continued economic ties:   many former colonies continued an economic connection with their previous colonial power




- British Commonwealth – an economic alliance between Great Britain and its former colonies

Political Instability:   new African nations are plagued with problems concerning the stability of their political systems (govt.)




- Ethnic Rivalries:  tribal identities often come in conflict with one another within a nation

· Nigeria:  many Civil wars have taken place because tribes can not agree on a govt.

· Rwanda:  acts of genocide by Hutu tribe against Tutsi tribe (became refugees in other nations)

The Apartheid Issue:  Apartheid :  the official government policy of separating races of people in a nation




- the most famous example took place in the nation of South Africa




- the minority white populations ruled over the majority black population




- led by Nelson Mandela – the African National Congress (ANC) pushed for reform




- Bishop Desmond Tutu organized international pressure on South Africa’s white government to change




- President F.W.DeKlerk (white) began changes to eventually allow blacks to vote



- 1994 – Nelson Mandela elected President of South Africa – Apartheid ended

INDIA

British Colonial Rule:  India had been a British colony for many years – run by the British East India Company



- the “Sepoys” (Indian soldiers in the British army) revolted in the Sepoy Mutiny
Nationalist Movement:  The Indian National Congress (Hindus) and the Muslim League (Muslims) pushed for independence




- led by Mohandas Gandhi, Indians used non-violent methods to get independence

· passive resistance:  peaceful ways of protesting against something (marches, boycotts, strikes)

· civil disobedience: breaking a law on purpose – to get attention for your cause

Independence:  Great Britain granted Independence to India in 1947 (  BUT – only if India was divided up!



- India needed to be partitioned (divided) because the Hindus and Muslims could not get along together



Hindus:  got the middle section – which became the modern nation of India




Muslims:  got a section in the West and one in the East – became West Pakistan and East Pakistan





(In 1971 East Pakistan won a war with West Pakistan – it became the independent Bangladesh)

Recent News: 
- India remained non-aligned  (did not take sides) in the Cold War  



- India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh are all fighting an overpopulation struggle



- Disagreements over control of the region of Kashmir could lead to a destructive (nuclear) war between 




India and Pakistan

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Vietnam:  Had been part of French Indo-China   -  fought the French and defeated them (Battle of Dienbienphu)



- North became communist (under HoChi Minh)   -  invaded the democratic South (later supported by U.S.)



- north won ( today Vietnam is one communist nation

Cambodia:  The communist Khmere Rouge – led by Pol Pot – committed acts of genocide against its own people (intellectuals)

Myanmar:  Aung San Suu Kyi has led demonstrations against the oppressive military government there – she’s been arrested

