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Global Issues

THE UNITED NATIONS
United Nations:  Organized after WWII to  1.  keep peace in the world and    2. assist developing nations with problems

General Assembly:  made up of all UN member nations   - have general discussions about world issues

Security Council: 15 nations at a time–5 of which are permanent members(allies of WWII) - authorizes use of force or sanctions

TRADITION vs. MODERNIZATION
Many cultures face conflict as modern ways begin to replace traditional values

· Japan:  while they readily accept modern, especially western ways, they still strive to keep more traditional values

· Middle East:  the influx of western values has collided with traditional religious laws and customs

GLOBAL MIGRATION
As in the past, groups of people sometimes pack-up and move from their homeland to other areas of the world

Reasons: Economic Opportunity:  trying to find a way to make more money, get ahead in the world, economic security for family


  Civil Unrest:  some people leave to get away from areas of violence (Rwanda for example)


  Political Oppression:  some leave in order to get more political freedoms

STATUS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Women:  - women in many traditional cultures are often treated as inferior to men

  - women in many Muslim cultures are often restricted in their actions 

Children:  - many children are forced to work in terrible working conditions as nations begin to industrialize


     - Infanticide:  killing of children at birth or a very early age – often because of traditional or economic reasons
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Green Revolution: changing the way traditional communities farm–introduction of modern agricultural technologies (more food!)

Information Age:  Computers and the Internet now provide volumes of information in a very quick time

Space Age:  much space technology has been used in the commercial world – satellites help predict weather, monitor the Earth,










assist in navigation, and speed communication

Medical Technology: we can live longer lives now:     1.  better prevention of sickness    2.  better cures for those that get sick

GLOBAL PROBLEMS
In addition to the following definitions – every student should know a place where the problem is taking place – a cause of the problem – an effect the problem has on the place – and a possible solution to the problem

Terrorism:  the organized hurting, scaring or killing of innocent people in order to get attention for a cause 

Nuclear Proliferation:  the spreading of nuclear weapons, technology, or materials – often illegally

Nuclear Safety:  some nations don’t operate nuclear facilities safely.  Construction and maintenance need to be regulated

Acid Rain:  Chemically polluted rain that destroys plant and animal life

Urbanization:  people moving into cities too quickly – the cities can’t keep up with building homes or providing services

Overpopulation:  some places on Earth have too many people for the amount of livable land they have  

Endangered Species:  some animals and plants are close to becoming extinct

Deforestation:  destruction of the rainforest

Desertification:  the spreading of a desert into arable lands

Epidemics:  the spread of diseases – often uncontrollably

Pollution:  disposing of waste into the environment (air, land, water mainly)

World Hunger:  in some places, some people do not get enough nourishment to maintain their health – or their life
