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Empires 2

TOKUGAWA EMPIRE
· Japanese Feudalism:  Traditional Japan was governed by Feudalism (similar to European feudalism)

· EMPEROR – symbolic leader    SHOGUN – military ruler (actual leader)    SAMURAI – warriors

· BUSHIDO – term for Japanese code of honor

· TOKUGAWA – name of the Shogun family that controlled Japan for almost 300 years

· Japanese isolationism:

· Japan’s island location caused its culture to be isolated from other cultures for many centuries

· When new technologies allowed foreigners to reach Japan – Japan’s leaders began a policy of isolationism – they chose to remain isolated from other cultures

MONGOL EMPIRE

· Location:  Came out of central Asia to take over China – spread empire west to Middle East (largest land empire ever)

· Khans: leaders of the Mongols 

· Genghis-spread and created the empire  

· Kublai – made the empire stable and prosperous

· Silk Road:  trade route linking China and the Middle East (  Mongols made it safe and prosperous


· Marco Polo:  European explorer/trader that traveled to China( his stories later inspired European

                               explorers to sail to the East

MING DYNASTY

· Re-established Chinese rule in China after the Mongol Empire

· Re-established ethnocentrism in China – the belief that their culture was better than all others

AFRICAN TRIBAL EMPIRES

· Empires:  GHANA – MALI – SONGHAI

· Traditional Life:  

· Family(Clan(Tribe

· Oral Tradition:  The history of the tribe was passed down by “word of mouth”

· Mansa Musa:  great Mali leader – converted to Islam

· Trade:  Arabs crossed the Sahara and traded Salt to the Africans for Gold (Arabs introduced Islam as well)

MESOAMERICAN EMPIRES

Empires:  MAYA – AZTEC – INCA

Maya:  Yucatan Peninsula area of Mexico
Great thinkers(architecture (pyramid temples), Science (365 day calendar)

Aztecs:  Central Mexico     Great warriors

Incas:  Great organizers ( ran an organized governmental bureaucracy      - road builders

( These civilizations were considered to be advanced civilizations for the western hemisphere
OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Location:  Turkish Muslims took over parts of the old “Muslim” empire and the old  “Byzantine” empire

Suliman the Magnificent:  was their great Sultan  (leader)

Impact: They blocked Europeans from traveling (for trade) to the East (forcing them to look for an all-water route – essentially  

                starting the Age of Discovery period for Western Europeans)

