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The
Reformation

PRE-REFORMATION

· Roman Catholic Church:  had been the most powerful organization throughout Europe since the fall of the Roman Empire

· until this time – no one dared to question the power and actions of the Church

· The Church had influence over the people:

· Spiritually:  it controlled access to Heaven – people had to do what the Church told them to do

· Politically:  The Church had influence over Kings and Queens in Europe – laws too

· Economically:  The Church collected a tithe (like a tax) – 10% of all members’ wealth 

THE REFORMATION

· Martin Luther:  German monk who wrote 95 Theses (arguments) against the Roman Catholic Church – starting the   

                                    Reformation

· Protestants:  people who agreed with Luther’s ideas and joined in his “protest” against the Church

(Christians in Europe became divided into Roman Catholics or Protestants)

· What they were protesting about:

· that the Church was more interested in making money than in saving people’s souls

· it sold indulgences (pieces of paper that forgave people’s sins)

· that the Church was too involved in secular (non-church related) issues  -  such as politics

· that Church officials claimed to be the only source of religious truth – only they could interpret God’s word

· Protestant beliefs:

· people could be saved by just having faith in God – not in any other ways
· people didn’t need the Church’s interpretation of God’s word – they could read the Bible for themselves

· John Calvin:  another Protestant leader – introduced the idea of Predestination (your fate [Heaven or Hell] is 

          predetermined for you)

COUNTER-REFORMATION

· Council of Trent:  meeting of Church officials to plan on how to fight the Reformation

· Counter-Reformation:  the Church’s attempt to get their members (hence money and power) back

· St. Ignatious Loyola:  began the Jesuits (an order of Monks) – traveled Europe teaching discipline and learning to Catholics           

· Spanish Inquisition:  the Church in Spain actually used torture to persuade non-Catholics to become Catholic

REFORMATION EVENTS

· Henry VIII:  took England away from the Roman Catholic Church and created the Anglican Church (made himself the head

                             of this church)

· Defeat of the Spanish Armada:  

· Spain’s navy (Philip II) invaded England (Elizabeth I) in order to force them to become Catholic again.  

· Spain lost – lost its position as most powerful nation in the world

· England won – began its claim as the most powerful nation in the world

· Thirty Years War:  war between the Northern nations of Europe (Protestant) vs. the Southern nations of Europe (Catholic)

RESULTS

· new churches began in Europe – more important: there was no longer just one Church in Europe

· the Roman Catholic Church lost much of its power and control of European affairs – Kings and Queens gained power

· people began to question many of the long standing beliefs they had been thinking about for many years

· the power and concept of the individual increased – people began to believe they had choices in their lives

