Review Unit # 19




Recent World Conflicts

POLITICAL HOTSPOTS

Korea:  Conflict between the North (Communist) and the South (Democratic)

Taiwan:  Communist China claims the island and threatens to take over the Democratic island nation of Taiwan (U.S. supported)

Chechnya:  The tiny region of Chechnya wants to break away from Russia and form its own nation    - Russia does not agree

Kashmir:  India and Pakistan are fighting over control of Kashmir.   Each side has nuclear weapons, and vows to use them

Tibet:  what began as an ethnic conflict against Buddhist has turned into a pro-independence movement for Tibetans against China
Afghanistan:  United States forces are trying to secure and support the new democratically elected government

ETHNIC HOTSPOTS

Balkan Mts.:  Ethnic Serbs were killing (genocide) ethnic Muslims in Bosnia and other areas.  NATO and UN forces are there

Northern Ireland:  Irish Catholics are angry that British led Protestants still control Northern Ireland.  IRA has used terrorism.

The “Kurds”:  nomadic Kurds living in various Middle Eastern nations (Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria) are often treated with violence 

THE MIDDLE EAST

Palestine Issue:  
- Jewish Israelis and Muslim Arabs (Palestinians) are fighting over control of the same piece of land



- the Jews claim the land was promised to them by God, and that it’s their homeland – they were kicked out




of the land by the Romans nearly 2000 years ago  -  they call the land Israel


- the Arabs moved in when the Jews were kicked out – they say it belongs to them because they have been living 

          there for the last 2000 years - they call the land Palestine – they are supported by neighboring Arab nations

- Zionism:  a movement begun by worldwide Jews in the 1800’s to get their homeland back

- following WWII ( in part because of the Holocaust) – an international effort to create a Jewish state in Palestine 

            began  -  Britain’s Balfour Declaration began the process of allowing this to happen

- In 1947 the U.N. partitioned Palestine – some land went to Jews of the world – some reserved for Palestinians

- 1948 Jews declared the independent nation of Israel– Arab nations attacked Israel in support of the Palestinians

- there have been a total of 4 Arab/Israeli wars  -  Israel has never lost

- PLO: Palestine Liberation Organization – used terrorism to get Palestinian land back – Yassir Arafat was leader

- In 1979 Egypt became the first Arab nation to recognize Israel’s right to exist ( Camp David Accords signed

- Today:  they try peace attempts – radicals on both sides often disrupt the peace process

· Palestinians:  want a self governing nation 

· Israelis:  want to live peacefully and securely

Iranian 

- Islamic Fundamentalists – led by Ayatollah Khomeini – overthrew the Shah of Iran in 1979

Revolution:
- they also overtook the American Embassy – taking Americans hostage



- an Islamic Fundamentalist state was created – traditional Muslim laws and practices replaced secular ones

Iran/Iraq War:  - begun over a border dispute (access to Persian Gulf) - Iran also wanted to spread the fundamentalist movement 

- after 8 years (1980-1988) nothing much accomplished by either side – except mass deaths of soldiers

Persian Gulf
- 1990 – Iraq – under Saddam Hussein – invaded Kuwait 1. access to deep water port  2. Kuwait’s oil reserves 

War:

- United Nations Coalition Forces (led by the U.S.) drove Iraq out of Kuwait



- Saddam Hussein was left in power – remained a threat to peace in the region and the world

U.S./Iraq War:
- U.S. led attack on Iraq to remove Saddam Hussein from power



- Hussein captured – his government toppled



- stabilization of the new nation will be a difficult task 

