Name:__________________________

Participation in Government 

Campaign Finance Webquest

Due Friday March 20, 2015
Directions: Use the following websites and answer the following questions. http://www.opensecrets.org
· http://www.fec.gov
Use http://www.fec.gov for questions 1-6.
1) What is the FEC and what are its duties?

2) What is the difference between ‘hard money’ and ‘soft money’?

3) List two of the major provisions in the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA), better known as the McCain-Feingold Act?

4) What is the maximum amount of money that an individual can contribute to a congressional or presidential campaign?

5) Can a citizen of another country contribute to U.S. election campaigns?
Use Open Secrets for 6-13 http://www.opensecrets.org/overview/index.php
6) What was the total amount of money spent in all races for the House of Representatives in the 2012 election? What was the average amount spent in the 2012 election?
7) What was the total amount of money spent in all races for the Senate in the 2012 election? What was the average amount spent in the election? 

8) In 2012 what percentage of contributions to Barack Obama and Mitt Romney came from individuals?
http://www.opensecrets.org/pres12/candidate.php?id=N00009638 -Obama: 
http://www.opensecrets.org/pres12/candidate.php?id=N00000286  -Romney: 
9) What is ‘bundling’? http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/bundlers.php?id=N00006424
10. Which are the 3 most important Democratic PAC’s for 2011-2012?  Which are the 3 most important Republican PAC’s for 2011-2012? http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/index.php?party=D&cycle=2012
	Democratic
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11. In the 2008 how much money did John McCain and Barack Obama receive in federal funding for the presidential general election?
McCain: (http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/summary.php?cycle=2008&cid=N00006424)

Obama:( http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/summary.php?cycle=2008&cid=N00009638)

2012

Obama: http://www.opensecrets.org/pres12/candidate.php?id=N00009638
Romney: http://www.opensecrets.org/pres12/candidate.php?id=N00000286
12. What is a 527 committee? http://www.opensecrets.org/527s/index.php
13. In the 2012 election how many 527’s were listed and what were the total receipts and expenses?

