Name_________________________
The Electoral College Web Quest
Task 1
Go to the website below and answer the following questions:http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html
1.  Explain the timeline the Electoral College uses to elect the President.
a. Nov. 4th –
b. Dec 15th-
c. Dec 24th
d. Jan 8th
2. How many electoral votes are there? (look at the bulleted questions to determine this)

3.  How do the electoral votes get divided among the states?


4.  How is it possible for the electoral vote to produce a different vote than the nationwide vote?


5. According to the constitution, who cannot be considered for the position of an elector? (under qualifications)


6.  Who selects electors?


7. Name the two types of pledges that electors take:


8. Name two elections where the electoral vote differed from the popular vote. (see question 4)

9. Explain how your vote is meaningful in the Electoral College System.





[bookmark: _GoBack]Task II
When examining maps showing the way the electoral votes go for either the Republican or Democrat running for office, you will see that the map is displayed in two prominent colors.  The red represents the states that vote Republican, while the blue represents the states that vote Democrat.
Go to http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/election/2008/
This map is from the 2008 elections.
1.  What is the dominate color?

2.  What regions voted Democratic (blue)?

3. What regions voted Republican (red)?

4. What is the explanation for the democratic or blue candidate’s win?


Now scroll down to view the second map which is a cartogram.

1.  What is a cartogram?

2. What is the predominate color?
3.  What would one assume about the winning party according to this map?
Now scroll down to examine the fourth map
1. What does this map represent?
2. What is the predominant color?

3. What would one assume about the election in viewing the map?

Now scroll down to examine the fifth map
1.  What happens to the red in this map?

2. What happens to the blue in this map?

3. What conclusions about the election can you draw in comparing the two maps?




Task III
Examine the chart below.  This is a prediction of possible electoral vote outcome by state. ( NOTE: These are our current electoral vote ratings and will change continuously from now until Nov. 4th.) 
Notice the states in the middle, under the heading “Toss Up”.  These are known as the battle -ground states.  This is because the votes in these states are so close; they could go either Democratic or Republican.  Because of this, most resources spent by candidates during the election are spent on these states.  Both parties are pretty sure they will carry the states in the “Solid” and “Likely” columns.  They count on the “Lean” columns to go their way too, so they concentrate on the “Toss Up” or battleground states.
2012 ELECTORAL VOTE SCORECARD SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 www.cookpolitical.com
	COOK POLITICAL REPORT ELECTORAL
COLLEGE VOTING RATINGS

	Solid Dem
(15 states)
	Likely Dem
(1 states)
	Lean Dem
(2 states)
	Toss Up
(10 states)
	Lean Rep
(1 states)
	Likely Rep
(2 states)
	Solid Rep
(20 states)

	California (55)
Connecticut (7)
Delaware (3)
Hawaii (4)
Illinois (20)
Maine (4)
Maryland (10)
Mass'setts (11)
New Jersey (14)
New York (29)
Oregon (7)
Rhode Island (4)
Vermont (3)
Washington (12)
Dist. of Col. (3)
	New Mexico (5)
	Minnesota (10)
New Hamp. (4)
	Colorado (9)
Florida (29)
Iowa (6)
Michigan (16)
Nevada (6)
North Car. (15)
Ohio (18)
Pennsylvania (20)
Virginia (13)
Wisconsin (10)
	Missouri (10)
	Arizona (11)
Indiana (11)
	Alabama (9)
Alaska (3)
Arkansas (6)
Georgia (16)
Idaho (4)
Kansas (6)
Kentucky (8)
Louisiana (8)
Miss'ppi (6)
Montana (3)
Nebraska (5)
North Dak. (3)
Oklahoma (7)
South Car. (9)
South Dak. (3)
Tennessee (11)
Texas (38)
Utah (6)
West Virg. (5)
Wyoming (3)

	186 E.V.
	5 E.V.
	14 E.V.
	142 E.V.
	10 E.V.
	22 E.V.
	159 E.V.

	191 ELECTORAL VOTES
	270 ELECTORAL VOTES NEEDED TO WIN
	181 ELECTORAL VOTES

	205 ELECTORAL VOTES
	
	191 ELECTORAL VOTES


Just for fun, let’s imagine that Barack Obama (blue states) and Mitt Romney (red states) will be the Democratic and Republican nominations for the Presidential election in 2012.  By examining the information we know and speculation on what we don’t know, let’s see who might win our imaginary election.
Go to http://www.270towin.com/ Select the year 2008 for the results of that election. Using the map and the chart above, list which candidate carried the toss up states in the 2008 election.
		#of Votes                      Blue                                Red	
Colorado	 (9)
Florida 	(29)
Iowa 		(6)
Michigan 	(16)
Nevada 	(6)
North Car. 	(15)
Ohio 		(18)
Pennsylvania 	(20)
Virginia	 (13)
Wisconsin 	(10)
Minnesota	(10)
New Hamp.	(4)
Missouri	(10)
Now change the map view to the year 2012.  Using the chart above change the colors of the states to either red or blue for the solid and likely states first. Then list the results for the following scenarios:
1.  Plug in the lean states according to the chart.  Assuming the toss up states stay the way they did in the 2008 election, who wins?
Obama ____________________  Romney_____________________
2.  Change the Blue Lean states to vote Red.  How does this change the vote?
Obama _________________  Romney___________________________ 
3.Change Florida to red – how does this affect the vote?
Obama _________________  Romney___________________________
4. Reset the map.  Create a scenario where the Romney wins by changing the vote in the Toss Up states only.  Which of these states need to vote Red in order for Romney to get the majority of electoral votes?
Toss Up state RED                                        Toss Up State Blue


